Toward Developmentally
Appropriate Practice:
A Juvenile Court Training Curriculum

Module 1 Adolescent Development

This module provides participants with a working knowledge of key aspects of adolescent
development and their application to decision making at critical junctures in the juvenile court

process.

Module 2 Screening, Assessing, and Evaluating Youth

This module provides professionals with information about forensic evaluations, as well as
screening and assessment instruments used in juvenile justice systems.

Module 3 Special Education and Disability Rights

This module provides an overview of education-related disabilities, the laws pertaining to special
education and disability rights, and the relevance of special education and disability rights for

juvenile courts.

Module 4 Legal Questions about Youth's Capacities

This module reviews the legal questions in delinquency cases that require information about
youth’s capacities, including the validity of waivers of Miranda rights, the voluntariness of
confessions, the competence of youth to participate in the legal process, and the transfer of

youth to criminal court.

Module 5 Communicating with Youth: Interviews and Colloquies

This module describes techniques for effective communication with youth involved in the
juvenile court system, including respondents, witnesses and complaining witnesses.
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