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“The significant problems we face cannot 

be solved at the same level of thinking 

we were at when we created them.”
Albert Einstein



Objectives

 Learn about several top issues facing youth in 

Louisiana

Examine how these youth are truly “opportunity” 

youth

Critically examine roles in moving reform forward 

for youth in care



Meet Jack… 

How will he do in Louisiana in 2015? 

http://www.helpguide.org/articles/teen-issues/helping-troubled-teens.htm
http://www.helpguide.org/articles/teen-issues/helping-troubled-teens.htm


http://www.livescience.com/16110-transgender-teen-mental-health.html
http://www.livescience.com/16110-transgender-teen-mental-health.html
http://juvenilejusticeblog.web.unc.edu/2013/08/22/lets-change-how-police-question-young-suspects/
http://juvenilejusticeblog.web.unc.edu/2013/08/22/lets-change-how-police-question-young-suspects/
http://www.pdpics.com/photo/2643-man-depressed-hoodie/
http://www.pdpics.com/photo/2643-man-depressed-hoodie/
http://www.hlntv.com/article/2015/02/23/homeless-children-facing-mental-health-crisis
http://www.hlntv.com/article/2015/02/23/homeless-children-facing-mental-health-crisis
http://newamericamedia.org/2014/07/mental-health-issues-in-california-kids-go-largely-untreated.php
http://newamericamedia.org/2014/07/mental-health-issues-in-california-kids-go-largely-untreated.php
https://www.facebook.com/MarylandCASAAssociation
https://www.facebook.com/MarylandCASAAssociation
http://www.helpguide.org/articles/teen-issues/helping-troubled-teens.htm
http://www.helpguide.org/articles/teen-issues/helping-troubled-teens.htm


Sate of the State---

OPPORTUNITY YOUTH & SYSTEM OPPORTUNITIES!!!

 AS A SYSTEM, WE HAVE AN OPPORTUNITY TO 
CHANGE THE WAY WE THINK ABOUT, 
BEHAVIOR TOWARDS, AND HELP YOUTH--
DEVELOP IN A WHOLE NEW DIRECTION

 And we are good at it…we have proof

 Get tough on crime…we did

 Get youth out of institutions…we did

 Build a community of caring adults and access to 
quality services…we are working on it (EBP 
expansion)



Where do we stand?

http://imgbuddy.com/follow-directions.asp
http://imgbuddy.com/follow-directions.asp
http://www.123rf.com/photo_11409512_this-way-that-way-confused-street-sin-post-directions.html
http://www.123rf.com/photo_11409512_this-way-that-way-confused-street-sin-post-directions.html


School to Prison Pipeline

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://imgkid.com/school-to-prison-pipeline-infographic.shtml&ei=dhg_VdfaLJG1oQSbroHAAw&bvm=bv.91665533,d.cGU&psig=AFQjCNHClhzN_DpuIkLkKAAUTnD01_-7nA&ust=1430284661872034
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://imgkid.com/school-to-prison-pipeline-infographic.shtml&ei=dhg_VdfaLJG1oQSbroHAAw&bvm=bv.91665533,d.cGU&psig=AFQjCNHClhzN_DpuIkLkKAAUTnD01_-7nA&ust=1430284661872034
http://www.pbs.org/wnet/tavissmiley/tsr/education-under-arrest/school-to-prison-pipeline-fact-sheet/
http://www.pbs.org/wnet/tavissmiley/tsr/education-under-arrest/school-to-prison-pipeline-fact-sheet/


Characteristics of Students Who Dropout
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Child Welfare

Child abuse and neglect increased odds of future delinquency and 

adult criminality overall by 29% (Juvenile arrest alone by 59%)

Maltreated children are younger at 1st arrest, commit 

almost twice as many offences, and are arrested 

more frequently



Child Welfare

 Conservative estimates suggest 1/2 of all serious adolescent 

offenders and criminal adults have abuse / neglect histories often 

with prior care rendered by Dept of Social Services

 Child welfare studies suggest that 1/2 to 2/3 entering foster 

care have behavior problems warranting mental health services

http://boisestatepublicradio.org/post/watch-small-town-idaho-mayor-keeps-his-job-coin-toss
http://boisestatepublicradio.org/post/watch-small-town-idaho-mayor-keeps-his-job-coin-toss


Status Offenders

http://colbycriminaljustice.wikidot.com/criminal-justice
http://colbycriminaljustice.wikidot.com/criminal-justice
http://www.corrections.com/news/article/32408-statistics-on-women-offenders
http://www.corrections.com/news/article/32408-statistics-on-women-offenders
http://kaiserhealthnews.org/news/girls-health-juvenile-detention/
http://kaiserhealthnews.org/news/girls-health-juvenile-detention/


http://www.juvenilediversion.org/es-es/program.aspx
http://www.juvenilediversion.org/es-es/program.aspx
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.cppj.net/Modules/ShowImage.aspx%3Fimageid%3D2163&imgrefurl=http://www.cppj.net/index.aspx?page%3D1111&h=187&w=280&tbnid=SpjXzvcv7GGHGM:&zoom=1&docid=MqBfz98meILLyM&ei=0Rk_VejLE8ipogTC-4GIDA&tbm=isch&ved=0CBwQMygAMAA
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.cppj.net/Modules/ShowImage.aspx%3Fimageid%3D2163&imgrefurl=http://www.cppj.net/index.aspx?page%3D1111&h=187&w=280&tbnid=SpjXzvcv7GGHGM:&zoom=1&docid=MqBfz98meILLyM&ei=0Rk_VejLE8ipogTC-4GIDA&tbm=isch&ved=0CBwQMygAMAA
http://imgbuddy.com/diversion-program.asp
http://imgbuddy.com/diversion-program.asp
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://www.floridaforeclosuredefenselawyersblog.com/securitized-trusts/&ei=XyVAVbW7Isi3oQTW4oG4AQ&psig=AFQjCNFkrjv5qun1rGrUeGo7DS6gnfde-A&ust=1430353632064972
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://www.floridaforeclosuredefenselawyersblog.com/securitized-trusts/&ei=XyVAVbW7Isi3oQTW4oG4AQ&psig=AFQjCNFkrjv5qun1rGrUeGo7DS6gnfde-A&ust=1430353632064972
http://www.cppj.net/index.aspx?page=1111
http://www.cppj.net/index.aspx?page=1111


Detention

http://www.tampabay.com/news/education/teachers/teacher-at-a-juvenile-hall-is-here-to-inspire-not-judge/1096073
http://www.tampabay.com/news/education/teachers/teacher-at-a-juvenile-hall-is-here-to-inspire-not-judge/1096073
http://www.motherjones.com/media/2013/12/richard-ross-roberto-lugo-mat-tomezsko-philadelphia-art-exhibit-expungement
http://www.motherjones.com/media/2013/12/richard-ross-roberto-lugo-mat-tomezsko-philadelphia-art-exhibit-expungement
http://www.npr.org/blogs/pictureshow/2012/02/06/146419053/a-glimpse-behind-bars-juveniles-in-the-justice-system
http://www.npr.org/blogs/pictureshow/2012/02/06/146419053/a-glimpse-behind-bars-juveniles-in-the-justice-system


Secure and Non-secure Placement

http://www.nj-mentor.com/children-&-families/specialty-group-homes
http://www.nj-mentor.com/children-&-families/specialty-group-homes
https://thedissolve.com/features/exposition/378-a-group-home-veteran-looks-at-short-term-12/
https://thedissolve.com/features/exposition/378-a-group-home-veteran-looks-at-short-term-12/
http://www.gazette.net/article/20130605/NEWS/130609784/sandy-spring-group-home-faces-closure&template=gazette
http://www.gazette.net/article/20130605/NEWS/130609784/sandy-spring-group-home-faces-closure&template=gazette
http://blog.cleveland.com/metro/2009/05/ohio_department_of_youth_servi.html
http://blog.cleveland.com/metro/2009/05/ohio_department_of_youth_servi.html
http://photos.nola.com/tpphotos/2012/04/bridge_city.html
http://photos.nola.com/tpphotos/2012/04/bridge_city.html


http://www.nola.com/news/index.ssf/2009/03/louisianas_incarceration_rate.html
http://www.nola.com/news/index.ssf/2009/03/louisianas_incarceration_rate.html


Age of Developmental Consideration

What’s the difference? Same crime, same age…17

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://news.images.itv.com/image/file/445418/image_update_img.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.itv.com/news/2014-08-05/itv-documentary-goes-behind-the-scenes-of-teen-jail/&h=351&w=624&tbnid=NXx67Vf9ObAg3M:&zoom=1&docid=lfAs_28gj89Y4M&ei=0nslVdKlCcLFsAXNp4GQAw&tbm=isch&ved=0CCgQMygLMAs
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://news.images.itv.com/image/file/445418/image_update_img.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.itv.com/news/2014-08-05/itv-documentary-goes-behind-the-scenes-of-teen-jail/&h=351&w=624&tbnid=NXx67Vf9ObAg3M:&zoom=1&docid=lfAs_28gj89Y4M&ei=0nslVdKlCcLFsAXNp4GQAw&tbm=isch&ved=0CCgQMygLMAs
http://imgarcade.com/1/jail-booking-photo/
http://imgarcade.com/1/jail-booking-photo/


Age of Developmental Consideration

http://pixshark.com/juvenile-kids-in-jail.htm
http://pixshark.com/juvenile-kids-in-jail.htm
http://www.bet.com/news/national/2012/06/27/commentary-supreme-court-knocked-down-mandatory-life-for-children.html
http://www.bet.com/news/national/2012/06/27/commentary-supreme-court-knocked-down-mandatory-life-for-children.html
http://pixgood.com/kids-in-jail.html
http://pixgood.com/kids-in-jail.html


Louisiana vs. U.S.  ….

 highest incarceration rate and the rising costs (847 per 100,000)

 17x as many people with mental illness in jail/prison than there are beds

in the two remaining psychiatric hospitals

 youth who have been sent through the adult criminal justice system are 

more likely to recidivate than similar youth in the juvenile justice system

 adult facilities are not equipped to deal with youth and place the youth 

in situations that are dangerous to them or in isolation which can 

exacerbate or cause mental health problems

 Louisiana is only 1 of 9 states left in the U.S. that automatically transfers  

seventeen-year-olds to the criminal justice system to be tried as an adult



 Atkins v. Virginia (2002)- death penalty mentally retarded

 Roper v. Simmons (2005)- death penalty adolescents

 Graham v. Florida (2010)- life w/out parole non-homicide

 Miller v. Alabama (2012)- mandatory life w/out parole 
unconstitutional

 Youth may do terrible things, but they are less 
culpable than adults.

 Court cites research on adolescence and brain 
development. 

(photo- Chris Simmons)

LESS GUILTY BY REASON OF ADOLESCENCE…

Cognitive Development



Training Requirements for Stakeholders

VS.

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://tvbythenumbers.zap2it.com/wp-content/uploads/2010/10/judge-judy-2.jpg&imgrefurl=http://tvbythenumbers.zap2it.com/2015/03/02/judge-judy-sheindlin-extends-contract-with-cbs-television-distribution-through-2020/369971/&h=220&w=300&tbnid=iLRCA7OVkdjp-M:&zoom=1&docid=rb-XgTEtcvd45M&ei=LLc_VdX7GoSfggTmkoPYAg&tbm=isch&ved=0CDMQMygCMAI
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://tvbythenumbers.zap2it.com/wp-content/uploads/2010/10/judge-judy-2.jpg&imgrefurl=http://tvbythenumbers.zap2it.com/2015/03/02/judge-judy-sheindlin-extends-contract-with-cbs-television-distribution-through-2020/369971/&h=220&w=300&tbnid=iLRCA7OVkdjp-M:&zoom=1&docid=rb-XgTEtcvd45M&ei=LLc_VdX7GoSfggTmkoPYAg&tbm=isch&ved=0CDMQMygCMAI
http://tvbythenumbers.zap2it.com/2015/03/02/judge-judy-sheindlin-extends-contract-with-cbs-television-distribution-through-2020/369971/
http://tvbythenumbers.zap2it.com/2015/03/02/judge-judy-sheindlin-extends-contract-with-cbs-television-distribution-through-2020/369971/
http://www.averagebro.com/2008/04/racist-judge-you-be-jury.html
http://www.averagebro.com/2008/04/racist-judge-you-be-jury.html
https://www.memphisdailynews.com/news/2013/jan/26/due-process/print
https://www.memphisdailynews.com/news/2013/jan/26/due-process/print
http://juvenilejusticeblog.web.unc.edu/2013/03/08/new-article-on-the-role-of-counsel-in-the-sentencing-phase-of-a-juvenile-delinquency-case/
http://juvenilejusticeblog.web.unc.edu/2013/03/08/new-article-on-the-role-of-counsel-in-the-sentencing-phase-of-a-juvenile-delinquency-case/


Challenges for the Future

 KEEP KIDS CONNECTED TO SCHOOL, ADULTS, COMMUNITIES

 DECREASE TRAUMA EXPOSURE, INCREASE RESILIENCY 

OPPORTUNITIES….SUPPORT SUPPORT SUPPORT

 HOW WILL THE NEXT ADMINISTRATION AND BAYOU HEALTH PRIORITIZE EBPs 

IN COMMUNITIES >>> SKILLS   SKILLS SKILLS

 TAKE CARE OF YOU!!! Vicarious Trauma

 THESE ARE OUR KIDS… ARE WE INTERVENING TOO LATE?



THANK YOU

 Don’t hesitate to contact me and/or sign up for our weekly 

newsfeed.

 Stephen Phillippi, PhD 

 (504)234-3899 or sphill2@lsuhsc.edu

 Also on LinkedIn and Twitter

 IPHJ Newsfeed 

 Contact Patricia Arteaga at partea@lsuhsc.edu or (504) 568-5953

mailto:sphill2@lsuhsc.edu
mailto:partea@lsuhsc.edu

